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Preliminary study of ex—post evaluation model of the impact of

trade agreement on China’s pollution emissions
ZHANG Li, ZHANG Bin, LI Liping, ZHAO Jia

(Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: At a new stage of the globalization, the number of bilateral/regional trade agreements is on the rise. Trade
liberalization promotes economic expansion while leading to resource consumption and pollution emissions. Therefore, it
requires the establishment of relevant environmental impact assessment mechanism to track feedback in a timely manner, to
guide China’ s export direction and improve China’s import level, and to propose reference for the decision of policy—makers
dealing with follow—up supervision and management as well as trade and environment related negotiations. In the context of that
ex—ante environmental impact assessment of trade agreements has received much attention while ex—post evaluation has been
neglected at home and abroad, this paper selects industrial emission as indicator, integrates the method of stripping irrelevant
factors used in economic evaluation of trade agreements and the environmental input-output method used for environmental
evaluation of economic shock, and constructs the evaluation model of the impact of trade agreement on China’s industrial
emissions. [t is suggested to establish an environmental impact assessment mechanism for trade agreements and conduct regular
assessments, to actively track and participate in international trade negotiations and make timely proposals to the commercial
department for green trade, to strengthen capacity—building in the field of environment and trade and enhance China’s capacity
to respond to environmental and trade issues.

Keywords: trade agreements; industrial emission; ex—post evaluation model



