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Resources, Conservation and Recycling,

Empirical study on determinants of environmental behavior in China:

based on Chinese citizen environmental behavior survey 2019

JIA Ru, GUO Hongyan, LI Xiao
(Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy of Ministry of Environment and Ecology, Beijing 100029, China )

Abstract: Drawing upon data from a nationwide survey on environmental behavior in 2019, this paper adopts binary logistic

regression model to analyze the determinants of private—sphere and public—sphere environmental behavior in China. The results

indicate that both pro—environmental attitudes and environmental knowledge have positive correlation with pro—environmental

behavior, but external factors such as perceived local environmental conditions and perceived government environmental

performance have different impacts on environmental behavior in the private sphere and in the public sphere separately. Public

participation in environmental protection can be better explained by the perception of nearby polluting enterprises, whereas

private— sphere environmental behavior can be better explained by the perceived hazard caused by local environmental

problems. Perceived environmental performance of the central government has a positive impact on environmental behavior in

both contexts; however, perceived environmental performance of the local government correlates negatively with public scrutiny

over pollution through the media and institutional measures. On the aspect of socio—demographic factors, the study shows that

age has positive relationship with both types of environmental behavior, but gender, educational attainment and resident

location have different influences on private—sphere environmental behavior and public—sphere environmental behavior.

Keywords: environment protection; environmental behavior; public participation in environmental protection; determinants



