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Implementation experience of the U. S. National Pretreatment

Program and its enlightenment to China
HUANG Xinhao', JIANG Huanhuan', FU Rao®, LI Yuanyuan', LIU Jinmiao'
(1. Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, Beijing 100029, China;
2. Agricultural Economics Research Center, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Beijing 100810, China)

Abstract: The U. S. National Pretreatment Program has achieved remarkable results in control of indirect discharge of
industrial wastewater, and its main characteristics include: clearly allocating responsibilities of each stakeholder, forming an
effective supervision mechanism for the entire process; setting technology — based and water quality — based pretreatment
standards; classifying industrial users into categories, specifying industrial users’ compliance requirements; authorizing
wastewater treatment plants ( WWTP) to directly control industrial users, improving program efficiency; focusing pollution
prevention at the source, and encouraging recycle and reclamation of wastewater and sludge. The enlightenment to China is as
follows: to improve industrial wastewater pretreatment system, and strengthen the main responsibility of industrial units; to
conduct wastewater source survey, prepare a list of industrial units in the planning and design stage of WWTP; to carry out
influent water quality assessment, establish pollution load tracing mechanism in the operation stage of WWTP; to strengthen
supervision and enforcement of indirect discharge of industrial wastewater.
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